1. The phenomena of hysteria remaining for review are those in which consciousness is directly involved ; namely, coma, delirium, spectral illusions, and somnambulism. Before I can enter fully into their consideration, it will be necessary to make some preliminary remarks on the nature of consciousness ; and as these cannot but have a continual reference to the functions of the nervous system, and as also it will be necessary to review some points in the physiology of the latter, previously to instituting such a general summary of facts and inferences as may lead us to some more precise information respecting the nature and seat of those diseases I have been investigating, I think it will be better to commence this review at once, and conduct it with a special regard to the objects to be attained.
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5. These essentials, under various guises, have also entered into the popular metaphysics of every age. The early Greek writers derived their opinions from the east; and the moderns are equally indebted to the same source through the Holy Scriptures, the language of which is imbued with the philosophy of the eras at which they were and as we are conscious of the power to perceive, so are we conscious of the power to will. These faculties, however, admit of no investigation, except through their relations to vital mechanism. (14) 34. We find that the changes excited in the system by the action of external forcesare communicated to the brainandothergangliaby the sensitive nerves ; that the will acts upon the muscles so as to excite motion through the motor nerves; and that a third class of nerves, the organic,?which are subservient to the perfection and repair of the vital mechanism, are influenced by certain mental agencies, of which we are conscious, but which are independent of the will; as happens in all the vital changes connected with emotions. 
